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What do you think? Poll 1
• Poll 1
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What works better for you and your students?
a) virtual classroom
b) traditional classroom



Can you think of
at least one benefit of 

virtual classroom?
Chat 1



Benefits

Students

• Increased learner autonomy and 
responsibility

• Increased engagement through 
online and offline activity

• Increased visibility of learning
• Students learn at their own pace

Teachers

• Increased visibility of teaching
• Increased agility
• More transparent and organized 

assessment of student work



Can you think of
at least one drawback 
of virtual classroom?

Chat 2



Drawbacks

Students

• Social and physical distancing -
reluctance to speak and to 
cooperate with other students

• Cognitive overload
• Online communication -

redundancy and misunderstanding

Teachers
• Increased workload
• Cognitive overload
• Online communication -

redundancy and misunderstanding



NEW STRATEGIES



Pedagogical Shift – Rethinking the lesson 
planning for the virtual classroom

• More task-based and learner-
centred

• Flipped classroom tasks (e.g. 
introducing new vocabulary 
through IZZI)
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Pedagogical Shift - Rethinking the lesson 
planning for the virtual classroom

• In-class tasks - digital 
format adds to the 
motivation of students
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Pedagogical Shift – Rethinking the lesson 
planning for the virtual classroom

• Follow-up tasks - homework 
or in-class, and shared with a 
wider community



And a few more tips…

• Give clear and concise instructions
• Assign reasonable workload
• Encourage students to cooperate and interact online and offline
• Provide plenty of opportunities for students to choose tasks that 

match their learning preferences
• Provide plenty of opportunities for students’ feedback (polls, chats, 

Q&A)



Merry Christmas

Virtual or physical    
classroom,

the holidays are 
coming up!
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