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learner autonomy



learner autonomy

self-instruction independent 
learning



the ability to take charge of 
one’s own learning

(Holec 1981)



limited space within 
the curriculum

learners’ lack of previous experience of 
autonomous learning

lack of incentive among learners

learner reliance on the 
teacher

learners’ focus on passing tests

lack of relevant resources for 
teachers and learners

teachers’ limited expectations of what 
learners can achieve

lack of learner ability to 
exploit resources

limited learner proficiency in English

prescribed curricula and materials

lack of teacher autonomy



mixed-ability class













make instruction goals clear 
make instruction goals clear 

to learners





allow learners to create 
their own goals

















encourage learners to become 
researchers

ers to become researchers

































encourage learners 
encourage learners to make 

smart decisions











I can say what 
people look like. 







allow learners to create 
their own activities 

encourage learner choice & and
allow students to create their own

tasks





































encourage learners to 
become active thinkers
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Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion hunts for his food.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion sees people every day.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion can’t live in the wild.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion is fitter and stronger.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion lives in a big group.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



This lion will probably live a longer life.

Surabi

Kodjo

Is the sentence about Kodjo or Surabi?



Which lion would you like 
to be? Why?

Surabi

Kodjo
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