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Merry 
Christmas!

L i t t l e 
Christmas 
Presents

Kostenloses Weihnachtsspecial

Viel Spaß mit unseren little Christmas presents!  
Acht individuelle Aktivitäten für den Englischunterricht – 
zur Vorentlastung oder als Auflockerung für zwischendurch 
in der besinnlichsten Zeit im Jahr. 
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CHRISTMAS COLLOCATIONS

The idea

Collocations are often hard to remember and recall, as they are often impossible to translate directly 
from one language to another. Still, they sound so natural in use, and should therefore be promoted. 
The activity aims to raise students’ awareness of Christmas-related activities as well as to provide ample 
contextual practice opportunities.

 Where to find more activities like this
Focus and fun: The IELTS Games and Activities series offers a wide selection of vocabula-
ry, grammar and competence-based activities. You can find the original activity in 501573 
IELTS Games and Activities: Win with Words – there’s even a template for you to enter 
your own collocations. 

How to play

Method 

1. On the board, write three mixed-up collocations (e.g. a Christmas tree, sing, presents, decorate 
and tell students to make correct collocation (e.g. sing a Christmas carol, wrap presents, decorate a 
Christmas tree). Elicit a common topic for all three collocations: Christmas. 

2. Give groups of students a set of cut up collocations (the Christmas hexagon on the worksheet).Tell 
them to reconstruct a hexagon from triangles –  by matching parts of the collocations written on the 
edges of the triangles. Remind students that the outer edges of the complete hexagon do not have any 
words written on them.

3. Students can race to be the first to put the hexagon together.
4. You can then get students to use the vocabulary to talk about Christmas by giving them the six topic 
cards. Each topic card has one question related to the topic and space for students to think of two ques-
tions of their own. Give them some time to do this on their own, and then put them in small groups so 
that they can ask and answer each other’s questions. 

There is an empty template that you can use if you would like to add your own vocabulary  
(Christmas-related or not!)
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HOUSE

DECORATE

HANG UP UGLY

WRAPPING

PAPER

SWEATER

IVY KINGS

SAUCE
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TRADITIONS

1.  What are your favorite holiday 
season traditions?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

TRADITIONS

1.  Where do you usually get a 
Christmas tree?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

ENTERTAINMENT

1.  Do you play board games with 
your family?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

FOOD

1.  What does your family normal-
ly eat for Christmas dinner?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

PRESENTS

1.  Do you prefer giving or 
 receiving presents? Why?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

HOME OR AWAY

1.  What are the advantages of 
spending Christmas in your 
own town?

2.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________

3.  ____________________ 

____________________ 

____________________
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